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By RAY CROMLEY

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

diverted from the overproduc

tion of some types of quickly
obsnlescent weapons.

- Competent electronic engi-
neers familiar with defense]
problems have suggested in
private interviews a number of
devices that could be used to
detect or counter Russian
microphones hidden in walls|
as were the 40 recently dis-
covererd.

Vibrators Suggesled

Aw\nnn them ara cn;\}'\:cf:
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. WASHINGTON, May 27, —-
i The Russians — accused last
:week of hiding ears in the
i walls'of the American embassy
{in Moscow — today were re-
. ported to have come up with
. a new spy device — the talk-
mg window.
. The Soviet Union, it is be-
-lieved here, has developed a
thin, invisible coating which
-can be put on window panes.
. These windows and this coat-
-ingz would -vibrate, picking up
' voices in a room. With a radar
‘ posted on.a nearby bullding,
the Russizns could hear the
- conversations.

In the 11 years it took
United States security men to
discover, the 40 Russian mlcro-
phones tucked away in the
“embassy, the Reds have been
"pushing hard in the creation
. of intelligence sensing gadgets.
“These are far more sophisti-
“cated and. dxi_ﬁcult to detect
than those dug out of the walls
of our embassy.

TPipes Hide Gadgets
. For example, besides the
. talking window, the Soviets
. also have instruments for in-

}“-stallation In water and. steamj
" pipes. .

The Russian success in stash-
ing away the 40 mikes over
“the 11 years could have been
) prevented, electronic engineers

, say.. But we didn't have the
| proper detection equipment.
- “The value of billions of the
- 6460 billion spent for natiénal
.defense since 1952 could have
"been compromised for lack of
$500,000 more a year for re-
_search and dévelopment on
. counter-intelligence and securi-
.ty devices — including elec-
troni¢ and ultrasonic gadgets
.for detecting hidden = micre-
. phones in US. emba551es all
.over the world, &+ - .

please 2000/05/24 : CIA-RDP75-O0001R00030021002

CeteD

would detect patterns in th
structure of the walls in whic
the microphones are hidden
Eagincers say they detett “diq
continuities.” That is, in thi§
case, such instruments prd
sumakhly could have discovered
the 10.inch holes the Russian
had inserted between th
microphanes and the wall sup
faces. Modern ultrasonic d

vices can . be made precise:

enough to distinguish hetwee:
such tube-ike holes and ord¥
nary cracks and other irregy
larities in the,wall structurq
. For about ':;0 a room, engi
neers estimafe, small vibrator:
could be insialled in the wall
ol every office in an embassy
These small vibrators could
send counter waves through
the walls, garble whateve
sounds hidden microphone
picked up. These vibrator:
would not interfere with con
versations, When turned on
there’d be only a slight hum in
the room.
The State Depanment ha{
statied to rectify its problem
. Two and a half months ag
§t installed able, energetic
Marvin Gentile, fresh from 1

years at the Central Intellil}
gence agency, &s deputy "asfl
sistant seeretary of state fo

security. It has heen during
his short tenure thati the Mog

cow microphones were  dis

covered by brute’ fores; that i \

by tearing up the raoms. .

A review of security ang
counter-intelligence procedutres
has been started.. The Stat
Department will probably ash
for a. step up in securlty re
search, development and pro

duction funds. Some $1 milling,

has been .spent sltogether i}
the past three years. The prob
lem, government men say, 1§
that only a small amount wa
spent during the previou
decade to. develop needed
devices. ... ., - |
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